
Outline:

1) HISTORY

Brandon has a rich and important history. The town plan specifically recognizes the 

importance of Brandonôs historic resources and repeatedly* emphasizes their protection 

as a priority.

2) FRAGILITY

Brandonôs downtown historic resources are fragile. The town plan prioritizes their 

preservation.

3) ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE

We have planned badly in the past and squandered historic resources. This has real-

world economic consequences in the present. The Brandon Plaza project would repeat 

and compound those errors. The town plan recognizes that the historic village center is a 

crucial non-renewable resource for Brandon.

4) COMMUNITY

Our sense of community is entwined with our historic townscape. We will pay a long-term 

price for eroding our downtown. The town plan specifically enjoins us to avoid that 

mistake.

* Town plan sections on ñFuture Land Use,ò ñEconomic Development,ò ñVision,ò 

ñHistoric Resources.ò



I. HISTORY

What are Brandonôs Historic 

Resources? 



ñBrandonôs historic resources, especially in the 

town center, [are] unique among Vermont 

towns because Brandon has not been harshly 

impacted by modern pressures such as strip 

development and big chain stores.ò

- Brandon Town Plan, ñHistoric Resourcesò Section 
Introduction, p. 29



Example 1: Brandonôs Anti-

Slavery Movement



Vermont Telegraph, Brandon, January 16, 1834

























Example 2: The Civil War



Muster of the Allen Greys, April 1861






