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BRANDON

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 24, 2025 SELECTBOARD

Selectboard Members Present: Cecil Reniche-Smith, Ralph Ethier, Brian Coolidge (all in person), Jeff Haylon (by
Zoom). Absent: Doug Bailey

Others Present: Seth Hopkins, Bill Moore, Brent Buehler, Gerad Lowell, Faith Daya, Janie Young, Danita Hanson,
Barry Varian, Janet Coolidge, Linda Gebhard, Billy Bullock, George Fjeld, Carol Fijeld. By Zoom: Bruce Jenson,
Tricia Welch (and selectboard member Jeff Haylon, as noted above).

1 Vice-Chair Cecil Reniche-Smith as Chair pro-tem called the meeting to order at 7PM.
Motion by Coolidge/Ethier to adopt the posted agenda. Voted 4-0.

2 Cecil Reniche-Smith gave customary remarks in support of a civil meeting.

3 Motion by Coolidge/Ethier to approve items 3a through 3c as a consent agenda. Voted 4-0. Jan
Coolidge questioned a purchase noted as snowblower, which was identified as being part of the Toolship
that the Energy Committee has stationed at the Library for public to borrow. The Town may use it for
tight sidewalk spots such as in front of the north end of the Smith Block. It is paid from FY26 funds.

4 Consideration of reports of the Town Management and Community Development were facilitated by Chair
pro-tem Reniche-Smith calling upon Seth Hopkins and Bill Moore. Hopkins offered highlights of his report;
Moore offered his report in full. Brian Coolidge asked about any work planned at the police station;
Hopkins advised a generous donor is interested in making a gift to the Town to further its renewable
energy production and that early research indicates the police station roof may be a suitable
location for that. This is a very preliminary proposal at this point. No votes taken.

5 After introduction by the town manager and consideration/discussion, the assessor’s errors and omissions
report for the 2025 Grand List was approved as presented, noting the addition of more than $1M in
value to the Grand List by adding the value of the Steinberg Solar array. Motion by Ethier/Coolidge.
Voted 4-0.

6 Bill Moore advised that the Forest Dale Shared Use Path scoping study report would be presented by the
municipal project manager, Steffanie Bourque of RRPC, at the December 8th selectboard meeting as an
agenda item. Questions arose as o who had been sent the survey to be reported; it was thought that
landowners on the proposed path location options as well as attendees who had signed in at previous
public meetings had been sent the survey, but noted that the survey was open to all and had been
announced as well as posted on the Town website and the project website:
tinyurl.com /forestdalesharedusepath Further discussion on the path deferred until the Dec 8th meeting.

7 Public comment by Brent Buehler related to his attendance at last weeks’ trustees of public funds meeting
and his hope that the Town would avail itself of applying to this funding source on its own behalf for
benefit of the taxpayers and ratepayers and in alignment with the directives of Miss Farr’s bequest. The
town manager related his appreciation to Mr Buehler for raising the awareness and stated he intended to
apply to the trustees on behalf of the Town for funding toward insect control and for a piece of equipment
to be used at the wastewater treatment facility.

8 Motion by Coolidge/Ethier to adjourn. Not debatable. Voted 4-0. 7:20PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Lesh . Hephims
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