BRANDON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION
JANUARY 13, 2026

PRESENT: John Peterson, Dennis Reisenweaver, Shirley Markland, Vicki Disorda
Absent: Frank Bump

Meeting was called to order at 7:02

Approved minutes of October 14, 2025

Minutes of the working group on the Brandon Workbook, held on 1/7/26, were
approved by Vicki Disorda and Dennis Resienweaver. John Peterson and Shirley
Markland abstained.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Historical Plaques: Dennis reported that he has found someone to paint the lettering
who will charge $25 each. He has not been able to get a recent quote from New
England Woodcraft, but they had previously quoted $25 each. A system would have to
be set up, with the approval of the Selectboard, to receive the money. There was
discussion concerning placement of the plaque on the house and how it would need to
not be placed in the area for the 911 numbers. The Commission unanimously agreed
that the sales/offers should focus on the area of the National Registry. We also agreed
that there would need to be publicity concerning the National Registry and what
houses are in these areas. A handout would have to be included with the plaque
concerning the National Registry as well as how to install the plaque.

Brandon Workbook Update: Dennis and Vicki reported on the results of the January 7
meeting of the workbook working group. Based on the lack of financial support and
interest from various town groups and organizations, the working group is
recommending that the efforts to update the Brandon Workbook be ended. There
appears to be a general lack of interest in having an updated workbook and few ideas
as to how it would be used. Vicki expressed concern that there is not a procedure for
decommissioning buildings from the National Registry and no review process. Dennis
indicated that efforts need to continue to get this issue addressed in other town
documents. John talked about the current zoning administrator being relatively new to
the job and getting up to speed. The coal shed was discussed as something that
could have been done differently from a historical perspective—-at minimum mapping
and photographing.
Dennis asked for a yes/no vote on whether to continue to attempt to produce the
workbook. The vote was unanimous to stop, although John expressed sadness that
there were sections of the existing book that were still valid. We discussed whether
there was a way to continue with just those and the commission unanimously agreed
that the following should be continued in another document:

Chapter 2—facades

Chapter 7 —standards for new, replacement and infill construction

Chapter 8 —building restoration and maintenance guidelines



Also, a new “chapter 9” encompassing procedures for “getting in and out” of the
National Registry would be worked on as a stand alone document.

The commission discussed how to use the above pared down workbook and felt that it
should mostly be an online document that could be downloaded when needed with a
few hardcopies in town.

Dennis will call another meeting of the Workbook working group to address this new
model.

There was no new business or public participation and the meeting was adjourned at
8:01 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shirley Markland
Secretary



